
The social justice committee is dedicating each night of Chanukah to a different a social justice 
issue. 

Tonight I am speaking about truth and reconciliation, a subject the DJC has been engaged in for a 
number of years now. 

Personally I didn't know anything about Indian residential schools before 2015. That was the year 
that the Truth and Reconciliation Commission issued its devastating report and I began to learn 
about the dark history of the colonization of Canada and the centuries of mistreatment of First 
Nations, Mètis and Inuit peoples. The TRC report was the proverbial candle that shed light into the 
shadows of my own ignorance and sparked my efforts to learn more. 

And so I began to notice that the DJC was hosting events about Indigenous history and current 
issues. For example, several years ago, Rabbi Miriam hosted a conversation with David Koffman, a 
professor at York University, about a book he had written called The Jews' Indian. In that book, 
Koffman documents how Jewish immigrants to the US and Canada in the 19th century acted as 
middlemen to buy from and sell goods to Indigenous people living on reserves. (Incredibly, this was 
my own family's history: part of my family came to Canada from the Ukraine at the very beginning 
of the 20th century, and for lack of other work, my great-great-grandfather became the Indian agent 
on the Brokenhead Ojibway Nation reserve, north of Winnipeg, where he also ran a general store. 
My great-grandfather and his siblings attended the one-room schoolhouse on the reserve with the 
local kids.) More recently, at a DJC event focused on anti-racism, we discussed a very powerful 
documentary with an Indigenous woman who had been adopted, as part of the '60s scoop, by a 
Jewish family in Montreal. In the video, the woman recounted her deep impression of 
discrimination, both by members of her immediate family as well as the wider Jewish community. 
However, she said it was her Bubbe who was the one person who supported her through some 
difficult years, including helping her to find her birth family in western Canada. 

Jews in Canada are part of the story of the colonization of Canada and should be part of the process 
of reconciliation with Indigenous people. Just a couple of months ago, the DJC made its first 
significant donation to an Indigenous organization in Canada -- to Toronto Council Fire to help 
construct a Spirit Garden in Nathan Phillips Square. The DJC board also committed to make annual 
donations to Indigenous organizations going forward. 

Tonight I hope the light from all eight candles on the chanukiyah will be a symbol of the light that is 
required to bring more awareness to historical wrongs and current inequities here in Canada. If 
you're looking for ways to further truth and reconciliation, read a book by an Indigenous author, 
listen to a podcast, 
attend an Indigenous arts event, or join us at the next DJC event focused on truth and reconciliation.

Click to see DJC efforts/actions to further truth and reconciliation with Indigenous peoples
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