
Chanukah Night 2: Reflecting with the DJC Social Justice Committee
Presented by the Justice Equity Diversity Inclusion Group

Land and Ancestral Acknowledgment
The Black Health Education Collaborative acknowledges with gratitude the Indigenous Peoples across 
Turtle Island who continue to thrive and resist colonial violence while striving for self-determination and 
decolonial futures. We live, work and play in various territories including the lands of the Huron-Wendat, 
Haudenosaunee and Mississauga’s of the Credit River; Cree, Oji-Cree, Dakota and Dene peoples, the 
Anishinaabe, and on the homeland of the Métis Nation; Kanien:keha’ka and Mi’kmaq.

We remember our ancestors, forcibly displanted Africans, brought to Turtle Island as a result of the Trans- 
Atlantic Slave Trade and the histories and legacies of colonialism and neo-colonialism which continue to 
impact African Peoples and the descendants of the Black diaspora across the world. 

We recognize that racial colonial violence harm Black and Indigenous Peoples through both common and 
distinct logics and actions. We recognize our responsibility and obligations as African Peoples to be good 
guests on these lands. We offer thanks to our elders and communities from whom we learn. May your 
wisdom inform our actions towards a more just future.

A Word About the Social Justice Committee
So lovely to be here with you all ! DJC members, friends, family and maybe neighbours…
It is Chanukah!! Circling around our Chanukiahs, it is a time for sharing with family, friends and 
community… a time for latkes, dreidels and presents, and a time to remember why and what we are 
celebrating.

My name is Lynne and I am here with other DJC members.. Hilla, Jess, Marcia and Ren.
Chanukah is about the celebration of ‘miracles’?

Chanukah invites us to illuminate what we don’t see, become enlightened about what we should see and 
appreciate what we have, in order to create a community and a world, that is more equitable and just for 
everyone. And with each candle we light, we can reflect … and open our hearts and our minds with a 
commitment, a blessing and a song.  

The Social Justice Committee of the DJC has been invited each night to be part of the Candle lighting 
ceremony. Each candle will be dedicated to a social justice initiative. And BTW this includes 2 nights in the 
school….yes with the kids and their awesome teachers hearing what they are learning about social justice. 
So we hope you join us each night to find out how the DJC is contributing to creating a more just 
community and world. 

This Committee has been a part of the DJC for over 15 years, and, until recently, had been quietly working 
in and with the community. The DJC, our DJC was founded on a set of values…as an unbiased, diverse, 
progressive and inclusive congregation, committed to learning about and from each other, celebrating our 
differences and supporting one another as we learn. The SJC has contributed to these values through 
‘actions’ by challenging injustice that we see, hear and learn about. We have supported refugee families and 
people who are hungry and homeless. We are engaged in the work of Truth and Reconciliation, Antiracism, 
Mulitfaith initiatives and assertively challenging climate change. We try to be perpetually aware of what 
other injustices there are, that we can bring out of the shadows and into the light… including our own 
internal or unconscious biases, which is the hardest to do and we may have the most resistant to seeing. The 
dark and light can and must live together… inviting us to work and wrestle with what has been rendered



invisible. Like recognizing the struggles for people who are kicked out of parks, are homeless and have 
nowhere to go, people who are refugees with no rights, people who are indigenous whose lands we now live 
on and think we have a right to own, and people who may have been brought here by force from across the 
sea; or have, by individual choice, grit and resolve, come silently and courageously via ‘the underground 
railroad’ choosing not to be seen.
  
Our Social Justice group consists of active members always taking on tasks, inviting dialogue and 
reflection… participating and appreciating our different perspectives. We are not all the same and are richer 
because of this. We think and approach things differently. At Chanukah, we can appreciate the richness of 
this as we light 8 candles, and retell the story of how one day’s supply of oil lasted 8 days and where justice 
was absent… but where tenacity, faith and an unwillingness to give up, kept the oil burning bright. And so, 
this year, 7 candles will each be dedicated to a different social justice issue that our committee is actively 
engaged in redressing… knowing the work is never done, because injustice is perpetually emerging. We are 
a tireless group, committed to changing the world, one justice challenge at a time.

But without the dark, there is no light. Without the day, there is no night. Without diversity there is no 
learning and without justice there is no freedom, understanding or equity…
And as Amanda Gorman, a young Black woman in her poem‘ The Hill We Climb’, she says..
‘The norms and notions of what ‘just is’ isn’t always justICE’

And now we will light the 2nd candle…
 

CANDLE LIGHTING - BLESSINGS
Hilla Keren: 
In just a moment you will hear a poem from Ontario's Poet Laureate.

In 2021, Randell Adjei was named Ontario's Poet Laureate. As a kid he just wanted attention. He had been 
arrested and suspended from school. But there was one person, a teacher who decided to not label him. Then 
a teacher asked him to tell his story. He began to write.

Here is Randel Adjei’s Power of the Tongue.

Marcia Young:
In 2014 Rabbi Angela Buchdhahl lit the Chanukah candles at the white house with President Barak Obama 
and first Lady Michelle Obama. The Rabbi commented that America’s founding fathers would be surprised 
to see an Asian American Rabbi standing with a Black President in the White house. She was the first Asain 
American to be ordained as Rabbi. Obama was the first Black president. It has been 8 years since their 
historic candle lighting. In those eight years, we have seen the death of George Floyd, Tamir Rice, Breonna 
Taylor, Regis Korchinski-Paquet among a list of people who died primarily because they are Black and seen 
as less than, not as good as…

Rabbi Buchdhahl has spent a lot of time talking about racism and how as Jews we need to pay close 
attention. This Chanukah, let us begin with lighting our candles to help us understand how we can make a 
change in ourselves and in our community. JEDI (Justice, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion) is focused on 
anti-Black racism. Anti-Black racism is pervasive and unrelenting. Can we allow the light of Chanukah to 
illuminate and energize us to stop anti-Black racism. Chanukah is a time to reflect on a simple fact. Light

https://www.ontariopoet.org/the-power-of-the-tongue?lang=fr


and Dark need each other to exist. One is not better than the other. We have been conditioned in our society 
to believe that darkness is bad, that there is something to fear. We as a jewish people are charged with 
bringing good into the world. And like Jacob, we are supposed to wrestle with the difficult issues and make 
change where we can. Chanukah gives us another chance.
Unlike America’s founding fathers, and anyone else, let us in our DJC community grow to never be
surprised at who is a jew. That we are open, accepting and offering kindness wholeheartedly to stop anti- 
Black racism. 

Lynne Raskin:
There is always more to learn, to hear, to notice and to be curious about. It is a journey. And this is why we 
are beginning with an invitation this Chanukah to see how, when and where Antiblack racism exists in each 
of us and in the DJC ..consciously and unconsciously; in order to make our congregation …diverse and 
reflective….. knowing that our differences make us richer, and more welcoming . This is justice, this is 
equity, this is diversity and inclusion. And as Elie Wiesel has said “There may be times when we are 
powerless to prevent injustice, but there must never be a time when we fail to protest’. Chanukah is about 
the celebration of ‘miracles’? What is a miracle in your world that you will be thinking and working to 
realize?
Happy Chanukah!!

Marcia Young:
Let us remain curious about others and at the same time be respectful. Rabbi Hillel taught, that which is 
hateful to you, do not do to your fellow. 

In our reflection we can think about the Black people in our workplaces, shul, schools and community 
organizations that are being pushed out, left behind and not included . How hateful is that to us. Slow down 
and see who is present but still not part of your conversation, who is there and speaking but not being heard. 
How and when will you speak up.

Sharon and the Dap Kings Chanukah

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VT2_7aq3ytE&ab_channel=DaptoneRecords

