
The DJC has been a partner in the East Toronto Multifaith Committee for 

about 14 years. We are Jewish, Christian, Unitarian and Muslim. Our 

multifaith activities are an extension of the DJC’s social justice outreach:  

• We started with our "Chew On This" Multifaith walks, walking together 
from the mosque to the synagogue and church, ending with singing, 
prayers and breaking bread together. These walks coincided with 
International Day for the Eradication of Poverty and along the way, 
we handed out information on poverty and hunger.  

• We supported our Muslim brothers and sisters after the Quebec 
mosque shootings by forming a ring around the Medina Masjid  

• We helped with the Sisters to Sisters campaign, collecting goods to 
send to women and girls in Pakistan during a time of terrible flooding 

• During the pandemic, we held Zoom workshops exploring how we 
can work together to end poverty, homelessness and hunger. 

But, in case I leave the impression that we engage in only serious and 
solemn events, I can tell you that our activities are filled with joy and 
laughter and fun. Kids are involved in many of our events. Most recently, 
they had a great time toasting marshmallows at our Multifaith picnic. 
(Kosher and Halal marshmallows, of course!)  Some of our other activities 
have included 

• Learning to play cricket from our Muslim neighbours 

• Making Eid baskets for newly arrived Syrian refugee families, and 

• Special women's events in which we taught each other to make 
challah, Christmas cookies and a special Eid goat stew.  

But why do we engage in multifaith activity and what is its value?  We need 

look no further than the teachings of Rabbi Abraham Heschel, who wrote: 

“No religion is an island.” And then he said something so meaningful for our 

current time: he said that our faiths first meet as “human beings who have 

so much in common: a heart, a face, a voice, the presence of a soul, fears, 

hope, the ability to trust, a capacity for compassion and understanding, the 



kinship of being human.” When we befriend the stranger, it makes it hard to 

“other” that person. 

At this time especially, when our Jewish and Christian friends celebrate 

Chanukah and Christmas, our multifaith understanding encourages us to 

honour and respect the meaning of our different religious celebrations.   

We hope some of you might join us in our ongoing Multifaith and social 

justice work, to bring light and Tikkun Olam and a more humane and 

equitable reality to our neighbourhood and our city.  Happy Chanukah! 


