
Chanukah Candle for Climate Action 2022 

The DJC's Social Justice Committee has a Climate Action Team that has been leading 

discussions, education and action to protect our environment for the past several years. 

Our planet is changing. Some of the things we do now create pollution that acts like a 

blanket around the earth, warming it and hurting plants and animals. The gases that are 

released by driving our cars, heating our homes, and even just raising cows, trap the 

sun's heat in our atmosphere. That warms the planet more and more each year, leading 

to melting polar ice caps, rising sea levels, and more extreme weather like floods and 

forest fires.  

We encourage the DJC community to do our part to help stop this harm. We want to 

make sure our planet will be a healthy place to live for all of nature, our children and our 

grandchildren. We can do things like plant trees, use less energy at home and eat less 

beef. We can drive our cars less and walk, bike or take public transit instead. We can 

swap toys and clothes instead of buying new ones. We can create less garbage and 

write letters to our politicians pressing them to take more action. 

The Climate Action Team has engaged knowledgeable speakers on different topics, 

held book and film discussions to better understand our interdependence with the 

natural world, and explored various pathways to address climate change. We've also 

participated in climate strikes, in letter-writing campaigns to politicians and more 

recently in rallies against development of the Greenbelt. 

What's the connection with Chanukah? I draw inspiration from some thoughts Rabbi 

Miriam shared on this subject a few years ago. She said Judaism calls us to live in 

sacred interdependent relationship with the earth. Understanding that our earth is home 

for all life demands that we take responsibility for it and contribute to its restoration. For 

me, when I light the Chanukah candles, I'm inspired to rededicate my efforts to help 

bring about the change we need. Coincidentally, there are 8 candles and I have 8 

grandchildren. I don't just hope for a miracle. I know that by working together, we can 

make it happen." 


