DJC’s Children’s Jewish Studies Program Curriculum Overview
SK: Orientation to Jewish Life
This general introduction to the Jewish community places the emphasis on traditions, rituals and
holidays within the context of family life. Arts and crafts, music, stories, and hands-on activities provide
the vehicle for the exploration of progressive Jewish values, symbols and personal experiences.
Jewish Knowledge and Big Ideas

●
●
●
●
●
●

Skills

Jewish holidays
Shabbat (including Torah story of
creation)
Jewish Giving: Tzedakkah
Jewish Symbols
Torah stories from
Bereshit/Genesis
What is a Mitzvah?

●
●
●
●

Middot (Jewish Values)

Leading Shabbat
Blessings
Participating in the
Four Questions
(Passover)
Singing Jewish songs
Singing the aleph bet,
recognizing some
Hebrew words and
letters

●
●

Shlom Bayit (Peace
in the Home/Family)
Simchah (Joy and
Happiness)

Kita 1: Holiday Traditions & Rituals
This program continues to deepen themes introduced in SK to children's own life experience. Emphasis
is placed on the Jewish Calendar and its relation to Jewish life.
Jewish Knowledge and Big Ideas
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Jewish holidays
The Jewish Calendar
Shabbat
Havdallah
Jewish giving: Tzedakah
Connecting Torah to Mitzvot and
Holidays
Jewish objects/artifacts (kiddush
cups, chanukkiah, etc.) and how
they connect to Jewish identity

Skills
●
●
●
●
●

Middot (Jewish Values)
Leading Shabbat
Blessings
Participating in
Havdallah Blessings
Participating in the
Four Questions
(Passover)
Singing Jewish Songs
Singing the aleph bet,
recognizing some
Hebrew words and
letters

●
●
●
●

Nedivut (Generosity)
Dibuk Chaverim
(Being a good friend)
Ohev et Habriyot
(Loving all Creatures)
Derech Eretz (kind
and helpful actions)

Kita 2: Jewish Life Cycle and Synagogues
This year’s program will link Jewish traditions with the Jewish Life Cycle and its meaning in Jewish life.
This year, students will also begin to develop an understanding of the varieties of synagogues that
Jewish people use around the world, and their relationships to Jewish rituals and holidays.

Jewish Knowledge and Big Ideas
●
●
●

●
●
●

Skills

Jewish holidays
Jewish Community Leaders/Members
(Rabbi, Cantor, etc.)
Synagogues (what do they look like?
What do they have in them? How are
they the same/different? How are
they related to the ancient Temple?
Review of Jewish symbols)
Jewish Life Cycle (welcoming babies,
Bat/Bar Mitzvah, Jewish weddings,
Jewish traditions of mourning)
Relationship between mitzvot and life
cycle events
Review of Shabbat (now related to
Exodus) and Havdallah

●
●
●
●
●
●

Middot (Jewish Values)

Leading Shabbat
Blessings (review)
Leading the Four
Questions
Participating in
Havdallah Blessings
(review)
Leading the Shema
Singing Jewish
songs
Recognizing 10-15
spoken Hebrew
words, singing the
Aleph Bet

●
●

Shmiat HaOzen
(Being a Good
Listener)
Malachah (Working
Hard)

Kita 3: Torah Stories and the Jewish Calendar
This program will link Jewish traditions, values and symbols to stories from the Torah. In this context, the
Torah will be considered as a book of rich Jewish stories, each relating to values and traditions which
permeate modern Jewish life. Students will also begin to differentiate between the origins of the stories
upon which Jewish holidays are based (for instance, between Rosh Hashannah, Purim, and
Channukkah).

Jewish Knowledge and Big Ideas
●
●
●
●
●

Torah (What is it? What’s in it?
Why is it important?)
Torah Stories - Matriarchs and
Patriarchs (related to Jewish
values and questions)
Tzedakkah and its relationship
with Jewish tradition
Kashrut
Mezzuzot (relationship with
Shema and Jewish identity in
the home/family)

Skills
●
●
●
●
●
●

Middot (Jewish Values)
Reviewing Shabbat
Blessings
Reviewing the Four
Questions
Leading the Shema (review)
and explaining its origins
Participating in tbe blessing
for Jewish learning
Singing Jewish songs
Recognizing at least 15
spoken Hebrew words

●
●
●
●

Emet
(Truthfulness)
Hachnasat Orchim
(Hospitality)
Chesed (Kindness
and acts of
kindness)
Hakarat HaTov
(Gratitude)
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Kita 4: Jewish Movements and Jewish Figures from History
This year, students will learn about important Jewish figures and movements. This will involve the study
of Jewish communities in Toronto, as well as how the DJC fits into the Jewish world. Throughout the
year, the class will focus on Jewish figures from history - beginning with Moses and Miriam, but including
modern-day Jewish figures - who exemplify specific Jewish values.

Knowledge and Big Ideas
●
●
●
●
●

Skills

Mitzvot (how they are
practiced by different
communities)
Jewish movements
Toronto Jewish
Communities as a context
for DJC
Moses, Miriam, and how
they interact with their
Jewish identity and values
Jewish figures from history
(and their relationship with
Jewish values)

●

●
●
●
●

Middot (Jewish Values)
Singing Shabbat
Blessings, the Four
Questions, the Shema
(and understanding its
origins)
Saying the blessing for
Jewish learning
Singing Jewish songs
Recognizing 15
spoken Hebrew words
Beginning to read
Hebrew letters

●
●

●
●

Mityashev Libo
BeTalmudo (Concentrate
on One’s Studies)
Ohev Zeh et
Zeh/Mechabayd Zeh et
Zeh (Loving and
Honouring Others)
Ometz Lev (Courage)
Others as related to the
study of Jewish figures

Kita 5: Jews Around the World and Jewish Ethics
Students will study Jews in different geographical locales, and will examine how their country of origin
affects their practice of Judaism and their everyday lifestyle (food, dress, traditions, etc.). Students will
also learn about - and debate - how Judaism can impact relationships between people (for instance,
through mitzvot governing tzedakkah, or prohibiting gossip). During this school year, students will also
engage in an introductory study of anti-semitism and the Holocaust.
Jewish Knowledge and Big
Ideas
●

●
●
●
●
●

How mitzvot and
Jewish traditions are
practiced differently
around the world
Mitzvot that support
relationship-building
Moments in Jewish
History
Introduction to antisemitism and the
Holocaust
The overall narrative
of the Torah
Tzedakkah - leaving
the corners of our fields

Skills

●

●
●
●
●
●
●

Middot (Jewish Values)

Reviewing Shabbat Blessings
(related to understanding
blessings and different practices),
the Four Questions, the Shema
(and understanding its origins)
Leading the blessing for Jewish
learning
Leading the Shehechiyanu
Interpreting Jewish texts with
a respectful and critical view
Singing Jewish songs
Recognizing 20 Hebrew words
Continuing to learn how to
identify Hebrew letters and read
Hebrew words

●
●

●

Lo Levayesh (Not
Embarrassing)
Miyut Sichah
(Minimizing
Small Talk)
Welcoming/
Loving the
Stranger
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Kita 6: Social Activism/Tikkun Olam
Students will use the critical thinking skills and the lens of Jewish ethics they built in Kita 5 to approach
modern-day issues. Through links to Jewish traditions, history, and their own personal experiences, the
students will learn about Tikkun Olam (‘repairing the world’) and why/how this is a Jewish practice rooted
in Jewish teachings. This program will encourage the students to explore the importance of social
activism in their own lives as developing Jews, both now and in the future as they continue towards
becoming Bar/Bat Mitzvah (and beyond!).

Jewish Knowledge and Big
Ideas
●
●
●
●
●
●

Torah/Mitzvot as
connected to Tikkun
Olam
Traditions/figures of
social activism in
Judaism
Torah reading as a
weekly practice
The overall narrative of
the Torah
Introduction to the
complexities of modern
Israel
Important moments in
Jewish history

Skills

●
●
●
●
●
●

Middot (Jewish Values)

Leading the blessing for
Jewish learning (review)
Leading the
Shehechiyanu (review)
Leading the Shema
(including Ve’ahavta
section)
Identify different methods
of engaging with Jewish
texts - including Havruta
Recognizing at least 20
Hebrew words
Continuing to learn how
to identify Hebrew letters
and read Hebrew words

●
●
●

●
●

Din V’Rachamim (Justice
and Mercy)
Yirah (Awe and
Appreciation)
Shomaya U’mosif
(Absorb Knowledge and
Add to It)
Shomrei Adamah
(Guardians of the Earth)
Welcoming/Loving the
Stranger (building on
Kita 5)
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