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November 6th 2018 

Forest Dark by Nicole Krauss 
Facilitated by Suanne Kellman 

 
Named best book of 2017 by Esquire, the Times Literary Supplement, the Guardian, Globe and 
Mail and others, called brilliant by Phillip Roth, Forest Dark is an achingly beautiful novel about 
personal transformation. It takes place in Israel and interweaves the stories of two very different 
individuals - a recently retired New York lawyer in his 60's, and a young, well-known Brooklyn-
based novelist who returns to the Tel Aviv Hilton in search of a metaphysical dimension of life 
that has been closed to her. From humour to unexpected meetings - from a charismatic American 
rabbi planning a reunion for the descendants of King David to a Kafka mystery, Forest Dark is a 
mesmerizing novel of seeking and self-realization. 
 
Our presenter, Suanne Kelman, is Professor Emeritus at the Ryerson School of Journalism. She 
worked for seven years as the arts producer on the CBC radio show, Sunday Morning. Before 
that, she produced TV documentaries for The Journal. Suanne has written for major publications, 
including The Globe and Mail and Toronto Life. She regularly serves as a judge for radio, 
television and writing awards. 

 

 

 

 
January 29th 2019 

I Married A Communist by Philip Roth 
Facilitated by Derek Penslar 

 
Set in the heart of the McCarthy era, I Married a Communist is a brilliant fictional rendition of the 
way in which private acts can warp and pervert public life. The story of Iron Rinn’s dramatic rise 
and fall—told by his brother Murray, himself a victim of the McCarthy trials, to Roth’s fictional 
alter-ego Nathan Zuckerman—is American tragi-comedy as only Philip Roth can write it: fierce 
and funny, thoughtful and acute. 
 
Our ever-popular presenter Derek J. Penslar FRSC is the William Lee Frost Professor of Modern 
Jewish History at Harvard University Center for European Studies. Reading Circle regulars are 
always impressed by his knowledge, enhanced by an exceptional sense of humour 

 
 
 

 

 

March 28th 2019 
The Modern Jewish Girl’s Guide to Guilt by 

Ruth Andrew Ellenson editor 
Self-Facilitated 

 
Ruth Andrew Ellenson is a writer and journalist who has received The National Book Award 
for this book. 
 
This is an anthology of 28 top female Jewish Writers. Some of the topics covered are dating, 
mothers, and what it is to be a female rabbi. They are written with love and humour and it is easy 
to identify with many of these essays such as, Not Calling Your Mother, Learning how RSVP No, 
Finding {and Divorcing} The Perfect Jewish Man. Includes pieces by: Aimee Bender, Daphne 
Merkin and Ayelet Waldman. 
 
It is a book that can be enjoyed by both men and women and can provoke intense and spirited 
discussions. 
 

 

  

  



 
              
 

                                           

 

 
May 7th 2019 

The Mandela Plot by Kenneth Bonert 
Facilitated by Kalman Wieser 

 

As the 1980s draw to a close, South Africa is a maelstrom of political violence with the apartheid 
regime in its death throes. Young Martin Helger is the struggling odd duck at an elite private boys 
school in Johannesburg, with his father a rough-handed scrap dealer and his brother a mysterious 
legend. 
  
From the acclaimed author of the National Jewish Book Award–winning debut novel The Lion 
Seeker, The Mandela Plot is at once a riveting literary thriller, a moving coming of age tale, and an 
unforgettable journey through a world that entertains and terrifies in equal measure, and holds 
profound resonance for the present moment. 
 
Kalman Weiser is the Silber Family Professor of Modern Jewish Studies at York University.  He is 
presently working on a book about the relationship between German Yiddish researchers who 
became Nazis and their Jewish colleagues and the response of Yiddish scholarship to the 
Holocaust. 

 

 
 

ABOUT THE DJC READING CIRCLE 
 

Now in its seventeenth glorious year, the Danforth Jewish Reading Circle is a favorite among our book loving 

members, bringing us together throughout the year for interesting and animated discussions about a variety of books 

that touch on Jewish themes. And of course, when we’re done there’s always a little nosh. After all, this is a Jewish 

book group! 

 

The Danforth Jewish Reading Circle is open to all – no charge for members, $10 for non-members. An RSVP is 

necessary as we have to cap our numbers in order to continue meeting in the warmth and intimacy of fellow DJC 

Members’ homes. To attend a meeting, all you have to do is drop us a line at djcreadingcircle@gmail.com – but 

please do so early. Space fills up quickly and names are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. You will receive 

a confirmation email with time and place details. Feel free to contact us if you have any questions or comments. 

 

Reading Circle dates and book descriptions are available on the DJC website events calendar, so be sure to visit us at 

 
https://djctoronto.com/ 

 

HAPPY READING! 

 

DJC Reading Circle Committee 
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