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November 13
th

 2017 

JUDAS by Amos Oz 

Facilitated by Kalman Weiser 
 

"Shmuel - a young, idealistic student - abandons his studies in Jerusalem, taking a live-in job as a 
companion to a cantankerous old man. Shmuel quickly becomes obsessed with the taciturn 
Atalia, a woman who also lives in the house. As the household's tangled, tragic past becomes 
apparent, so too does the story behind the birth of the state of Israel. Journeying back into the 
deep past, Judas is a love story like no other by a master storyteller at the height of his powers."  
Apart from being a love story, the novel explores the humanity of Jesus and story of Judas, the 
archetypal traitor, as well as the history of anti-Semitism and the hope for a lasting peace 
between Jews and Palestinians. 
 
Kalman Weiser is the Silber Family Professor of Modern Jewish Studies at York University.  He is 
presently working on a book about the relationship between German Yiddish researchers who 
became Nazis, their Jewish colleagues and the response of Yiddish scholarship to the Holocaust. 

 

 
 

 

 

January 24
th

 2018 

I’M YOUR MAN the LIFE OF LEONARD COHEN 

By Sylvie Simmons 

Self-Facilitated  
 

When Leonard Cohen died in 2016, many of his mourning fans searched for accounts of his life. 
Music journalist, Sylvia Simmons, writes the definitive biography. 
 
She interviewed more than 100 figures from Cohen's life and work, including his main muses; the 
women in his life -- from Suzanne and Marianne to Rebecca de Mornay and Anjani Thomas; 
artists such as Rufus Wainwright, Nick Cave, David Crosby, Judy Collins, and Philip Glass; 

According to Amazon, "Cohen, notoriously private, has granted interviews himself. Thoroughly 
researched and thoughtful, penetrating and lively, fascinating and revealing of stories and facts 
never read before, I'm Your Man offers new perspectives on Cohen and his life" 

 

 

 

 

March 22
nd

 2018 

ALL the RIVERS by Dorit Rubinyan 

Self-Facilitated 

 
A controversial, award-winning story about the passionate but untenable affair between an Israeli 
woman and a Palestinian man. From one of Israel’s most acclaimed novelists. 
 
When Liat meets Hilmi in Greenwich Village, she finds herself unwillingly drawn to him. 
Charismatic and handsome, Hilmi is a talented young artist from Palestine. Liat, an aspiring 
translation student, Despite knowing that their love can be only temporary, that it can exist only 
away from their conflicted homeland, Liat lets herself be enraptured by Hilmi.  
 
Banned from classrooms by Israel’s Ministry of Education, Rabinyan’s remarkable novel contains 
multitudes. A bold portrayal of the strains—and delights—of a forbidden relationship, an 
unflinching foray into the forces that bind and divide us. 
 

 
 

 

  



 
                                  

 

 

 

May 6
th

 2018 

A HORSE WALKS into a BAR  

by David Grossman winner of the Man Booker International prize for 2017. 

Facilitated by Derek Penslar 
 

This high-wire act by Grossman takes place over the course of one final show by stand-up 
comedian, Dovaleh Greenstein.  Charming, erratic and repellent, Dovaleh exposes a wound he has 
been living with for years: a fateful and gruesome choice he had to make between the two people 
who were dearest to him. The themes touch on betrayal between lovers, the treachery of friends, 
guilt and redress. The Guardian: ‘This isn’t just a book about Israel: it’s about people and societies 
horribly malfunctioning. Sometimes we can only apprehend these truths through story - and 
Grossman, like Dovaleh, has become a master of the truth-telling tale.’  
 
Derek Penslar, our ever-popular presenter, teaches Jewish Studies at the University of Toronto 
and now at Harvard. Reading Circle regulars are always impressed by his knowledge, enhanced by 
an exceptional sense of humour. 

 

 
 

ABOUT THE DJC READING CIRCLE 
 

Now in its sixteenth glorious year, the Danforth Jewish Reading Circle is a favorite among our book loving members, 

bringing us together throughout the year for interesting and animated discussions about a variety of books that touch 

on Jewish themes. And of course, when we’re done there’s always a little nosh. After all, this is a Jewish book group! 
 

The Danforth Jewish Reading Circle is open to all – no charge for members, $10 for non-members. An RSVP is 

necessary as we have to cap our numbers in order to continue meeting in the warmth and intimacy of fellow DJC 

Members’ homes. To attend a meeting, all you have to do is drop us a line at djcreadingcircle@gmail.com – but 

please do so early. Space fills up quickly and names are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. You will receive 

a confirmation email with time and place details. Feel free to contact us if you have any questions or comments. 

 

Reading Circle dates and book descriptions are available on the DJC website events calendar, so be sure to visit us at 

https://djctoronto.com/ 
 

HAPPY READING! 

 

DJC Reading Circle Committee 
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