
	  
	  

YOM KIPPUR – COMMUNITY-LED LEARNING SESSIONS 
 

 
Kitchen Table Climate Conversations 
Led by Randi Shulman 
AUDITORIUM: 2:00 – 3:15 PM 
 
Randi will chat about what scientists and environmental groups are saying, seek to share our 
feelings and in the spirit of tikkun olam, and leave with a list of 10 things we can do about climate 
change. I will use this proven model: Kitchen Table Conversations 
http://www.climatefast.ca/kitchen-table-conversations 
 
Randi Shulman has a master’s in environmental planning and is a member of the DJC's Social Justice 
Committee's newly formed Eco-Action Subcommittee. This discussion will mostly follow Climate Fast's 
discussion guide. 
 
 
NOT THROUGH WITH MY CHANGES: A workshop of poetry and song 
Led by Beth Anne Cole 
NARTHEX: 2:00 – 3:15 PM 
 
“I am not through with my changes” is the last line of the poem “The Layers” by Stanley Kunitz. 
In this workshop we’ll look at the complete poem by this Jonah-like man, who experienced many 
sea-changes and touched many lives in his one hundred years of life. We’ll read and discuss a 
pivotal scene from the musical “Fiddler on the Roof”, and examine the kinds of change that the 
characters and society go through. And Beth Anne will lead singing to conclude our time together. 
 
Beth Anne Cole is a singer, poet, actress and teacher. She has appeared in the theatre at the Shaw 
Festival, on television in “Mr. Dressup” for 22 years, in concert at Carnegie Hall, and is currently at work on 
her third solo album. 

 
 

Raising Peacemakers – Considering and Reconsidering Children’s Conflicts  
Led by Esther Fine 
NARTHEX: 3:30– 4:30 PM 

 
Yom Kippur is a time to think about how we treat each other and how we might make some 
changes. This session has two starting points. Using our own experiences and questions, we will 
explore connections between them. The first starting point is from Rabbi Miriam’s words about Cain 
and Abel spoken last year to the DJC congregation in her Yom Kippur sermon. The second is from 
Dr. Esther Sokolov Fine’s 23-year video research project on peacemaking with students 
(kindergarten – adulthood) who attended a small public elementary school in downtown Toronto. 
 

Children as Peacemakers www.childrenaspeacemakers.ca takes up such questions as: 
 

a. What can we learn from and with children about how to better listen and respond to one 
another? 
b.  What can we do to encourage collaboration, negotiation, and compassion among children? 



	  
	  

c.  How can projects that help children develop as peacemakers also benefit adults, families and 
communities? 
 
Esther Sokolov Fine, Professor Emerita and Senior Scholar, York University Faculty of Education, will lead 
discussion and share ideas from her research and recent books (Raising Peacemakers, Garn Press, New 
York 2015; Alternative Schooling and Student Engagement, Canadian Stories of Democracy within 
Bureaucracy, co-edited, Palgrave macmillan, New York, 2017; and Playing the Bully (for kids 6-10) co-
authored/illustrated, Join-in Press, Toronto, 2018.) 
 
 
The Book of Jonah and the Capacity to Change 
Led by Rabbi Miriam 
AUDITORIUM:  3:30 – 4:30 PM 

The Book of Jonah is a short and fascinating story, traditionally read on Yom Kippur afternoon, 
about the reluctant prophet Jonah, who would rather die than support the transformation of people 
who have done wrong. Who has the right to change? Should anyone be denied the opportunity for 
repentance and transformation? How do these questions impact our own capacity for repentance 
and change?  In this session we'll explore the relationship between justice, compassion and the 
capacity to change. 

 
Meditation 
Led by Rabbi Miriam 
AUDITORIUM:  4:45 – 5:30 PM 
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