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SHELLEY LEVINE 

Shelley, his wife Keri Levine and their two children, Isabel and Ethan, are relative newcomers to 
the DJC.  The Levines live in Riverdale and moved from a larger distant synagogue to the more 
intimate DJC.  The move has been a most welcome change in their Jewish lives as they now can 
enjoy attending a neighbourhood shul with friends and family.  Shelley and Keri especially value 
the easy-going approach the DJC brings to their Jewish life and the diversity of programming.  
Shelley has a small law firm specializing in the areas of Immigration, Refugee, and Family law.  
Shelley also teaches Immigration and Refugee law at the University of Western Ontario.  When 
Shelley is not working, he enjoys photography, coaching hockey, playing squash, and skiing with 
the family.  

 
MARA GREENE 

Mara and her family have been members of the DJC for over 10 years.  Mara and her spouse 
have two children, both of whom attend the Jewish studies program at the DJC.  Mara’s oldest 
child will be attending the B’nai Mitzvah program next year.  In addition to being a mother of two 
very active children, Mara works full time in the criminal justice system and is an adjunct professor 
at Osgoode Hall Law School where she teaches Criminal Procedure.  Mara comes to the DJC 
Board with many years of board experience, having been on the board of a number of different 
not-for-profit agencies over the past twenty years.  When not at work or with her family, Mara can 
be found playing hockey at her local hockey rink. 

 
EMMA FIRSTEN-KAUFMAN 

Emma Firsten-Kaufman has been attending DJC services and events for half her life and is 
excited by the opportunity to be involved with the Board.  With a Jewish identity borne of secular 
Sunday school, religious summer camp, and international volunteer work, she was committed to 
reconnecting as an adult to a Jewish community inclusive of the breadth of Jewish experience.  
Emma has a Masters of Public Health degree and works at the Centre for Addiction and Mental 
Health, where she is dedicated to making Ontario’s health system more coordinated, accessible, 
and evidence-based.  When  not working, she is mostly practicing Spanish, doodling, or dancing.  

 
HILLA KEREN (returning Director) 

Hilla grew up on a religious Kibbutz in Israel, near the Jordan River, that celebrated agriculture and 
Jewish life.  From 1986 to 2014 she lived and worked as a social worker in Maryland and was an 
active member of the East Bank Havurah, an egalitarian fellowship promoting the joyful 
participatory practice of Judaism for people of diverse backgrounds and ages.  Hilla taught Bar 
and Bat Mitzvah lessons to children and adults and led Jewish prayers and community 
celebrations.  
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From 2005 to 2009 Hilla was an active member of the Living Room Dialogue and Love Thy 
Neighbor, both of which are dedicated to improving Jewish-Palestinian relations and promoting 
peace and understanding between the two groups.  
 

In March of 2014, Hilla moved to Toronto to be closer to her children and grandchildren – Liora, 
Evie, Arran, and Felix Gabriel.  She joined the DJC in the fall of 2014 and has been active in 
community events, multi-faith programs, and the choir.  She recently led a Shiva service for a DJC 
member and has helped lead a Rosh Chodesh group in Toronto.  
 

Hilla has more than 20 years of experience in individual, couples, group, and family therapy, with a 
passion for helping people achieve true healing.  In her work, Hilla always leads with her heart, 
integrating the theory, skills, and knowledge obtained through years of experience into an intuitive 
process that goes beyond typical talk therapy.  
 

Hilla is looking very forward to continuing to work with this wonderful, welcoming community.  


