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DJC COMMUNITY CONVERSATION 

October 25, 2015 
 

 
At the end of the Open Mic Community Conversation that launched our 
Year of Wrestling Together on October 25, 2015, we invited each 
participant to submit answers to two questions: 
 

• What would you like to tell the rest of the community about what 
happened here today? 

• What questions do you want to wrestle more deeply with which 
should be covered in the upcoming sessions? 

 
This document is a complete, unedited compilation of those responses.  
 
There is significant overlap and repetition; in fact, such repetition suggests 
key themes.  We are creating a sequence of seven sessions between now 
and May to explore these themes and key questions surrounding them.  
 
If you have any ideas to add, please email them to info@djctoronto.com. 
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“WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO TELL THE REST OF THE COMMUNITY 
ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED HERE TODAY?”  
 
 

• There was an open discussion in which DJC members were able to speak frankly 
about their concerns about the community and what issues they feel need to be 
addressed. 

• The DJC had an open respectful conversation about issues that had been 
bubbling before the surface for some time. People feeling on the outside were 
invited to and supported in their comments on how and why they have felt on the 
outside. It was a successful discussion, much more than the previous event. 

• We began to be heard. Through this conversation we are a community. There 
are a lot of concerns. 

• Conversation felt frank, honest, open. Respectful range of opinions. 

• Advertised as a conversation, it really was a conversation – and an effective 
beginning. 

• People spoke from the heart. Baby steps forward. 

• Feeling supported. Hope that the DJC will grow. Honesty. Commitment. 

• This process was held with respect and mutuality, listening to and being in the 
difficult moments, not leaving and honouring difference. 

• This conversation is hard and difficult. It is respectful and honest. And I feel 
hopeful that we will keep on learning and evolving. 

• The meeting today was a great first meeting on the personal interests and 
concerns for the now and future of the DJC. A safe place to air thoughts and 
room for feelings as well. This is the start. 

• We had an open, respectful, sometimes emotional discussion at which many 
people in the room shared their experiences and struggles. That sounds general 
but it actually felt very specific and personal. Much was positive towards DJC, 
some was negative and challenging. 

• Were engaged in meaningful conversation. 

• I learned by listening. 

• I want the community to know that the DJC is a brave, courageous group of 
leaders and thinkers who are willing to be open and fearless in expressing how 
we want to continue to create ourselves. 

• There was talk about how much the DJC is meaningful to people. 

• Met to discuss vision for future – focused on tensions. 

• Thank you for such an open conversation! 
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• There are brave people coming out to these conversations and although they are 
difficult, if you have something to share and contribute, please come out! 

• The meeting pointed out the diversity of the community and the need to meet 
diverse points of view and desires, and the fine balance required to meet these 
needs. 

• Open dialogue about inclusion of non-Jews in ritual practice. How does the DJC 
fit my needs? 

• We had a respectful discussion, not that many issues were brought forward, and 
some people were speaking for others not here. We need to hear from many 
others, about their relationship with interfaith, G-d and levels of observance. 

• We wrestled on most profound personal perspective with questions of how we 
should balance our inclusive commitment with our commitment to being a Jewish 
community – most critically role of non-Jews in ritual. 

• Amazing forum where each individual was able (if wished to) to express his/her 
feelings, views, thoughts about the DJC. Issues like non-Jew participation, levels 
of Jewishness, level of faith or non-faith at all and how they/we fit in the DJC 
community. 

• We have the power, love and respect to hold our diversity. 

• People were very open about sharing their personal struggles, especially with 
how they are trying to work out where they fit in the DJC and where the DJC fits 
in their lives – particularly with respect to inclusion and roles of non-Jews and the 
role that ritual plays in the DJC. Many others spoke about how engaging with 
ritual in the way the DJC and Rabbi Miriam do is so important to them as they 
search for meaning and belonging in Jewish life and community. 

• Heartfelt open discussion, and the major thrust was around how do we maintain 
inclusivity (particularly with non-Jewish members). And how do we balance 
want/need for ritual and non-ritual activities. 

• We talked candidly about the potential polarity of ritual vs less ritual. 

• Address the issue of the content and the siddur at the high holidays 

• How do we engage members who are not drawn by ritual? 
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“QUESTIONS YOU WANT TO WRESTLE MORE DEEPLY WITH WHICH 
SHOULD BE COVERED IN THE COMING SESSIONS?” 
 
 

Regarding Religious, Cultural, Spiritual, and Secular Orientations 

• How might this community address and incorporate the spiritual needs of 
members who do not believe in a Jewish G-d but in a general life force that is 
cross cultural, cross religious, cross nations (global)? 

• Religious vs, spirituality. Need specific examples of where there is dissonance in 
each. 

• Is Judaism a religious or a spiritual practice or both? 

• How can we bring in a greater sense of spirituality – not necessarily religious. In 
my search for meaning, I’m interested in that conversation? 

• Can we have classes on Kabbalah? 

• How can we keep the feminine poetic aspect of spirituality in ritual and service? 

• Levels of faith or non-religious contact in the DJC 

• Should all DJC events (save for book club, film club) revolve around a Jewish 
ritual or theme? Or should there be purely social gatherings? 

• What does it mean to be Jewish? 

 
 

Regarding Ritual and Practice 

• I would like to bring my progressive, observant Jewish friends to the DJC. How 
can I be sure that they too feel comfortable and included? I would like the DJC to 
be a place which can hold my level of Jewish observance while maintaining its / 
my progressive and humanistic values. 

• More services/ritual and torah study. 

• How much G-d do we want in our services? 

• How much more/less/different ritual should be considered for future holiday 
services? 

• Making the language and ritual more new(?) traditional to include all – a half and 
half process engaging people who feel the [illegible] to develop this. 

• Is there only a time for the right decision or matters of ritual? 
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Regarding Ritual Leadership and Non-Jewish Members  

Some helpful context for this section:  During the conversation, Rabbi Miriam articulated 
the difference between participation and leadership in ritual.  She is committed to non-
Jews being full and active participants in services and ritual (e.g. coming up for an 
aliyah, touching and holding the Torah, saying blessings as a family for simchas) and 
would like to see us do more to support accessible and meaningful participation for non-
Jews.  Our “wrestling” focuses on a small number of rituals that involve an individual 
leading on behalf of the entire community (e.g. chanting from the Torah, an individual 
making a blessing for the community).  Rabbi Miriam would like to explore the meaning, 
function and significance of these rituals in the DJC, and the practices of other 
progressive communities, in conversation with the experiences and feelings of our 
members. 
 

• How can we keep the discussion of non-Jews participation in ritual alive and 
evolving in the community? 

• Specifically identify what rituals non-Jews are viable to perform. 

• Non-Jews performing ritual roles. 

• Non-Jews reading from the Torah, holding the Torah and all related specificities 
regarding full inclusion. 

• Inviting non-Jewish couples, children, friends in Jewish ritual and tradition to find 
a way to speak about and engage each person. 

• Should non-Jews be excluded from any rituals of service? 

• Should non-Jews be permitted to perform ritual roles in the service? 

• We need to wrestle with how our interfaith members are involved-and how the 
past ways meet with the future ways. 

• Jews vs. non-Jews participation. 

• Discuss the place of non-Jews in DJC ritual practice. Is it possible for Rabbi 
Miriam to put wine in her water on the matter? It would matter a great deal if she 
did. 

• What is or can be the role of education (adult) in examining the role (possibly 
growing) of non-Jews in ritual leadership? 

• Make ritual accessible to all. 

• How to come to a set of guidelines about specific practices non-Jews cannot do 
(or not to come to these guidelines) 

• What do Jewish / non-Jewish families want from the DJC? 
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Regarding Broader Inclusion 

• How to really be inclusive to non-Jews, Atheists, those in non-traditional sexual 
orientation. 

• In all aspects of the DJC, what do we need to do to incorporate and reflect our 
complexity? 

• What is the actual importance of the value of inclusivity in a community? 

• How might this community address the needs of non-believers (atheists) in our 
community? 

• Creating a more LGBTQ youth presence- engaging process- asking people to 
build a stronger voice and pursue that DJC is home to LGBTQ youth adults and 
for our families in transition. Build an [illegible] youth program. 

• How do we acknowledge gender/trans people in our monthly Shabbat services? 

• How can we embrace LGBTQ members into our community more than just at our 
Pride services? 

• Issues around being single and Jewish. Issues around aging and eventually 
support needs of the aging. 

• How can we create a more welcoming space for single, non-partnered people? 

• Need to address the issue of serving needs of long standing members and 
founding members vs. needs of new community. 

 
 

Regarding Avenues of Involvement and Connection 

• Community – how to know more about the people we recognize from seeing 
regularly at services but to whom there are less ways to really meet each other. 

• How can I keep finding ways to engage and evolve and participate in the 
community and congregation? 

• How to have more and different community members involved in high holiday 
services. Always seems to be the same people. 

• Create a log/list/phonebook/catalogue of who we are and what we do. Who is an 
architect, writer, interior decorator, cook … who can we support in our 
community? 

• Let’s have more social events such as parties like the Bar Mitzvah party 5 years 
ago and the party this year in May. 

• How to engage young members into attending DJC events. My son celebrated 
his Bar Mitzvah at DJC but is not actively involved any longer. 

• More ways for the community to contact each other. i.e. newsletter w/business 
listings. 
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• Are we trying to grow the community? 

• How can this community make decisions in a more democratic way? Are we 
representing all the viewpoints? 

 
 

Regarding Jewish Learning 

• What are the forums for interested community members to learn more, 
understand Jewish traditions, rituals, what’s behind what we do, the meaning 
behind High Holidays, Days of Awe, etc 

• What and how much Jewish learning should be offered to adults in the 
community? 

• I would personally like to see some form of Jewish learning for those who grew 
up in a secular Jewish environment, to deepen my understanding of Jewish ritual 
and where some of these rituals originated, without wanting to delve into religious 
rituals. 

 
 

Miscellaneous 

• Is the burial issue dead? (no pun intended) 

• Rabbi’s role in child and youth education. 

• Should the DJC make more efforts to partner with/plan events with other 
progressive Jewish organizations? 

• More opportunities to sing! 

 


