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DJC COMMUNITY CONVERSATION #2 
November 9, 2015 

& 
ADULT ED COMMUNITY CONVERSATION #1 

November 12, 2015 

 
WHAT DO YOU WANT TO TELL OTHERS ABOUT THIS SESSION? 

• Fascinating open discussion on what makes being Jewish important and why. 

• Thought provoking. 

• Our community cares about each other.  

• This is the place to explore our connection to a community and create the kind of 
connection we want. 

• So many different pasts and perspectives from Africa to Germany – and what struck me 
was people being drawn to DJC's particular brand of Jewishness by the freedom to 
question and explore – and ultimately to find, use, and raise their unique voice and 
share it with the world.  

• The conversation circle created a safe environment to explore and voice potentially 
emotionally difficult aspects of my relationship to Judaism.  

• So many fascinating thoughtful and caring people who are part of our community. Such 
rich narratives and diverse backgrounds. 

• About 28 of us gathered to talk about our feelings about Jewish peoplehood, 
community, and rituals.  Several non-Jews shared.  We had a variety of viewpoints and 
attachments to the DJC.  We all felt valued and heard. 

• Progressive ideals and inclusivity are crucial to several people in the connection to 
Judaism (why they are in this community). 

• The question of what do non-Jews and ambivalent Jews bring to Judaism and the DJC 
is an important question.  

• Safe to voice interests/concerns. 

• Caring community. 

• We are all equal. 

• The session was totally non-threatening.  No one was put on the spot. 

• Questioning to get to more questions.  A questioning, ever-emergent exploring 
community.  This deepens our Jewish DJC. 

• It felt respectful, inclusive, thought-provoking, richness, diversity. 

• Open respectful conversation.  Diversity of points of view.  Struggle with Jewish aspect 
… of DJC. 

• People spoke about their personal connections to Judaism, to community, and to the 
Jewish people, and what is important to them about each of the above. 

• Good conversation about the importance of the DJC to each of us – connection to 
Judaism?  Peoplehood?  Jewish community? 

• The different reasons we are connected to the DJC. 

• Come – good experience.  
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THOUGHTS & QUESTIONS PEOPLE LEFT WITH 

 
Feelings & Observations 

• We get to look more at ourselves when we have non-Jews who join us. 

• We're not hugely diverse in ethnicity but we are in background.  

• This is a very tolerant group because tolerance is explicitly sought out. 

• I have community.  

• I want to continue to belong to this special community.  

• Struck by loveliness of event. 

• Didn't feel like a wrestle.  

• This gives us a safe place to speak together. 

• This is a community I want to be part of. 

• Openness. 

• No judgment. 

• Space to hold thoughts and share with intent and trust. 

• DJC has wonderful, thoughtful, and articulate members. 

• Reaffirms why am involved in DJC. 

• DJC enables me to be part of a community that shares my values.  

• How can we have more gatherings like this with such rich input? 

• Some people have come to the DJC after rejecting more traditional forms of Judaism 
but still wanting a connection to Judaism.  

• Very, very lucky to be connected with this community. 

• People are really concerned about Jewish community. 

• Helps me to feel less intimidated about lack of Jewish knowledge. 

• Becoming familiar with this community.  

• Regardless of background, we are brought here by yearning for … extrovert spirituality 
and safe place. 

• Community. 

• Return to Judaism.  

• Acceptance of diversity. 

 
Areas of Interest, Further Exploration 

• I would want to see us go deeper in conversation, more time to process and unpack the 
comments and questions. 

• People are seeking relevance of being and acting Jewish in a largely non-Jewish world.  

• How do we diminish the barriers to a greater world? 

• Why rituals are an expression of a humanistic community. 

• I'm considering going to shul. 
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• More than monthly services. 

• How do we lead as a progressive Jewish community? 

• How to express spiritualistic and the interconnectedness of all life.  

• How do we honour stronger connections to the Jewish people without alienating the 
non-Jews? 

• Want to find the balance between rituals and secular. 

• Ethics – progressive, inclusivity seem central to the comments. 

• Build Jewish identity.  

• Resist destructive forces in an affirmative way that does not oppress others.  

• Celebrate the Jewish heritage passed on to us by ancestors. 

• What is it that I can contribute to make the DJC even better? 

 
Grappling with Ambivalence 

• How to answer the questions that were posed if one is ambivalent. 

• How to deal with people who are feeling conflicted about their fit. 

• Continuing to deepen the conversation of those who feel ambivalent as Jews and non-
Jews. 

• How do the “ambivalent Jews” and non-Jews in our community shape us and inform 
us? 

• Non-Jews and ambivalent Jews hold a crucial role in this community.  

 
Thinking About Our Children & the Future 

• What will all this mean for our children (if anything …)? 

• What can I do/who do I need to be to help my adult children find their way into Jewish 
community?  They don't feel any sense of connection.  

 
Topics to Spend More Time On 

• Israel and Palestine conflict.  

• Not mentioned – dealing with the Israel-Palestine issue. 

• Interfaith marriage.  

• Burial place for DJC. 

• Better website/communication. 

 



Page 4 of 6 

RESPONSE TO THE QUESTION 
What is important to me about connecting with Judaism, the 
Jewish People, and/or Jewish community?  

 

This list includes Community Conversation #2 on November 9 and Adult Ed Conversation #1 
during the Thursday Children’s Jewish Studies Program on November 12.  

 
Identity  

• I feel I don't have a choice – I just am Jewish and it's positive to not have a choice (and 
sometimes others will remind you in a negative sense). 

• Being born Jewish, you are given a torch – responsibility, values. 

• I feel it in my soul, so I face it. 

• Comfortable, proud, secure. 

• Personal maturity to be able to have my own relationship to Judaism.  

• Finding a voice. 

• Familiarity – I grew up with it.  

• Link to Jewish upbringing. 

• My birthright – will always be mine. 

• Knowledge of who I am. 

 
Spirituality 

• Opening up/able to tap into spirituality. 

• Spirituality – ritual moments and music.  Feeling not just meaning.  

• Jewish/spiritual connections. 

• Is God in the school? 

• Space to breath. 

• Desert people.  

• Spiritual nourishment. 

 
Values & Ethics 

• Jewish lens on values, liberal/progressive. 

• Tikkun olam – Jewish lens for progressive values. 

• Do good whenever we can – cumulative splendor.  

• Gives wholeness. 

• Ethics. 

• Resistance. 

• DJC is outward facing Judaism – safe and compassionate community to explore this.  

• What it means to be inclusive and not oppressive. 

• Find a voice – what is service?  What is tzedakah? 

• Particularistic and universalism together.  
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• Exploring the role and connection to others in the world, rooted in a people who have 
been questioning. 

• Sense of responsibility to be part of inclusive, questioning Jewish community for the 
future.  

• Women's voices and awesome men. 

 
Ritual  

• Ritual – appreciate the practicality of Jewish ritual. 

• Lifecycle events. 

• Worried about dying, having a minyan for shiva. 

• Context for reverence, gratitude, spiritual/Godliness – Judaism helps me with all that 
and model all of it for the children – giving, volunteering, educating. 

• Aging. 

• Mitzvot – giving order to the universe. 

• A physical need to be part of weekly and yearly cycle – want to be with other Jews who 
understand that. 

 
Life Tools 

• Tools and knowledge to live with courage and be fearless. 

• Consolation and comfort in uncertainty/chaos. 

• Constant questioning – different from most communities (my non-Jewish upbringing). 

• Brings us closer because we do it as a community.  

 
Place 

• Sense of place – there are many places my identity and sense of Jewishness are 
located – Montreal, Israel, Poland, my grandmother's home in LA, shul I went to in 
Amsterdam – place and connection.  

• Comfort everywhere.  

 
Community  

• Community – common points of reference. 

• Tolerance. 

• Connection to individuals, my neighbourhood, my community.  

• Accessibility and acceptance. 

• So many ways to connect with the DJC community – not just attendance at services. 

• DJC feels like home.   

• Accessibility and welcome may come from involvement of non-Jews and ambivalent 
Jews. 

• Bridge between people.  
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Past & Future  

• Responsibility to the past, legacy to the future. 

• Contemplation of the past and the future.  

• Sense of responsibility to heritage, parents' history, and experiences (Holocaust 
survivors). 

• Honour the memory of parents – their values and beliefs, following in their footsteps. 

• Children as a way to connect.  

• The children – what will it mean for them? 

• My children have no relationship with Judaism.  It's painful and I worry about that. 

• Feeling of being part of something bigger – history, global community, deep roots 
through time, and through the world.  

 
Peoplehood, Heritage 

• Heritage, teachings, practices – continuity and dynamic energy innovating.  

• Feel supported – bookends of the Jewish people.  

• Positive connection to the Jewish people (except those with chutzpa and Ultra-
Orthodox). 

• Jewish food – cooking, eating – important parts of religion – comfort food, memories, 
connecting to ancestors – mothers. 


